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In June of 2008, SAGE was 
awarded a four-year, $1 million 
Challenge Grant by the Cala-
mus Foundation.  The purpose 
of the grant is to meet the grow-
ing needs of LGBT older people 
by helping SAGE create inno-
vative new service programs.  
SAGE is now entering the sec-
ond year of this ambitious Chal-
lenge, so we wanted to provide 
an update on our progress.

First, a special thank you to 
SAGE’s loyal supporters.  Be-
cause of your incredible gen-
erosity, especially during this 
‘great recession,’ SAGE met 
its Year 1 goal in new and in-
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UPDATE 

Calamus Challenge Grant
by Kerry Fristoe

creased gifts!   Many SAGE 
friends dug deeper and en-
couraged others to participate 
in the Challenge, for which we 
are extremely grateful.

But during this same period, 
SAGE experienced a staggering 
35% increase in the number of 
LGBT older adults requesting 
support services. SAGE is on 
the frontlines in serving the 
many needs of our communi-
ty’s ever-growing elder popu-
lation.  And these frontlines are 
bursting.

The funds raised through the 
Calamus Challenge helped 
make it possible for SAGE to 
meet the increased need, pro-
viding important services to 
more LGBT elders during these 
difficult times.    

With one very successful year 
of the Calamus Challenge be-
hind us and three more ahead, 
much work remains to be done.  
Everybody at SAGE is redou-
bling their efforts to creatively 
engage people and share the 
exciting story of what our work.  

But we still need your help! 

Whether you increase the 
amount of your already-gener-
ous giving, make a gift to SAGE 
for the very first time, or host 
a house party and encourage 
others to participate in the Cal-
amus Challenge, we greatly ap-
preciate your support and en-
ergy in helping SAGE secure 
a brighter future for all of us! 

To learn more about the Calamus 
Grant Challenge or information 
about how you can host a SAGE 
house party, contact Kerry Fris-
toe at 212-741-2247 or email her 
at kfristoe@sageusa.org.

SAGE 
has seen a

35% 
increase 

in the number of 
LGBT elders 
coming for 

support services.
Louis Bradbury , Calamus Foundation
Board President toasts the challenge
grant to SAGE at the 2008 SAGE 
Awards Gala.
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SAGE Marketing Campaign
“SAGE is...”  

wins the prestigious
Communicator Award

In July, 2009 SAGE and it’s mar-
keting agency, Double Platinum, 
got the great news!  SAGE’s cam-
paign “SAGE is...” featuring con-
stituents, staff, volunteers and 
major donors won the Gold 
Communicator Award of Excel-
lence in the nonprofit category.

Millions of people saw SAGE in the 
subway. The subway card is one of the 
marketing pieces in the campaign “SAGE 
is...” carrying the message “You’d be sur-
prised at everything SAGE is— Because 
there’s no expiration date on a full active 
life.”  The subway card is one of the pieces 
that helped win the award (shown below).

Volunteering at SAGE: 
 The Friendly Visitor Program

by TJ Dietderich

Richard looks forward to Wednesdays.

He’ s starting to slow down during these past few years and doesn’t 
get out as much as he used to. When he’s up to it, Richard volunteers at 
the hospital, where he plays the piano and sings to the patients.  Usu-
ally though, he spends quiet days alone at home, listening to music.

But Wednesdays are a treat. That’s when D.R. Hansen visits.

Earlier this year, Richard and D.R. met through SAGE’s Friendly Visitor Pro-
gram.  D.R., a 27 year-old actor with Stone Soup Theatre Arts, wanted to 
give back to the community.  Richard wanted company.  Neither man knew 
that their visits would develop into something much more meaningful. 

Richard  and D.R.’s weekly visits are filled with music, laughter and 
conversation.  Richard takes great pleasure in playing selections from 
his extensive collection of late- and post-romantic composers.  Talks 
cover a wide range of topics from movies and travel, especially ocean 
lines and trains, to astronomy.  They never run out of things to discuss.  
D.R. sometimes brings a movie like “Milk” or one of the Marx Brothers 
films to watch together.

What  began as a simple volunteer activity has developed into some-
thing much more special for both men -- a true friendship.  Richard and 
D.R. count on each other.  They inspire each other, and they will keep on 
being there for each other.  A friend - what more could one ask for?

Would you or someone you know be interested in being matched with 
a Friendly Visitor?  For more information about SAGE’s Friendly Visitor 
Program please contact Michele D’Amato at 212-741-2211 or by email 
at mdamato@sageusa.org. mdamato@sageusa.org or 212-741-2214.
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SAGE provides dozens of activities, groups, and programs that encourage
LGBT older adults to stay connected with each other and the community. 

Women’s Birthday Group
Women’s 75+ Senior Elders
Women’s Spiritual Journey
Cyber Center
Computer Classes

Caregivers
Respite
Support Group
Financial Help
Friendly Visiting
Home Care
Adult Day Care

Information Programs
Benefits Counseling
Drop-in Community 
   Meetings
Health & Wellness
History & Heritage
Legal Clinic
Money & Finance
Outreach and Tabling
Safety and the Law

Social & Wellness
Baby Boomer—
   Men’s/Women’s
Brunch
Bus Trips

Congregation Beth Simchat 
Torah Brunch Collaboration
Memorial Service
Daily Drop-In
Dating and Relationship
SAGErcise
Gay Pride
Holiday Parties
Intergenerational
LGBT Senior Health Fair 
SAGE Uptown Neighbors 
Socials 
Scrabble and Bridge 
Walks/Outings 
Women’s Dances
Women’s Programming 
Friendly Visitors
Lend-a-Hand

Harlem
Harlem Women’s Groups
Harlem Cultural & Social   	
   Programs
Harlem Men’s 
HIV Support
NORC (Naturally 
   Occurring Retirement   		
   Community) 
Health Indicators Project
HEAT (Harlem Elders Aging  	
   Together) 
Constituent Meetings
Harlem Outreach
GMAD Collaboration

Support Groups
Gay Widowers
MS (Multiple Sclerosis) 
   Support 
Women’s Support Group 

	S ee everything SAGE is in detail
	 at www.sageusa.org or in the
	 SAGEMonthly calendar.

   

            Because there’s no expiration date on a full, active life.   

Group Counseling 
Bereavement
Caregiver
Friendship Circle
Coming Out Later in Life

SAGE Positive 
Men’s HIV Social 
Case Management
SAGE HIV Group
HIV Prevention 
Harlem Men’s HIV Group 

Community Services 
Arts and Culture 
Senior Artists’ Day
Art Studio 
Booklovers Discussion
Creative Writing Class 
Discount Theatre Tickets
Film Series
Morning at the Opera— 
   Sage Singers 
Discussion Groups
Conscious Creative Aging 
Life Issues 
   Beyond Retirement
Men’s 40+
Men’s 50+ 



We are pleased to announce that 
David H. Braff has been appointed 
as a new member SAGE’s Board of 
Directors.  

Currently the managing partner 
of Sullivan & Cromwell LLP’s Litiga-
tion Group and a member of the 
firm’s Management Committee, 
David works on a wide variety of 
matters, particularly on banking 
and securities litigation. 

David has a long history of pro-
bono work within the non-profit 
sector.  He served as a member 
of the Board of New York Lawyers 
for the Public Interest for many 
years, and 
since 1985 
has  ac ted 
as counsel 
on numer-
o u s  p r o -
bono cases 
for Lambda 
Legal  De -
fense, the ACLU LGBT Project, and 
GMHC.  Highlights of this work 
include: representing The Gay 
Teachers Association against the 
City of New York seeking domestic 
partnership benefits for City em-
ployees; representing gay and les-
bian service members in Able vs. 
USA, challenging the “Don’t Ask/ 
Don’t Tell” policy; representing 
The Gay Veterans Association in a 
suit against the American Legion 
and New York City for refusing to 
permit gay veterans to participate 
in the annual Veterans Day Parade; 

and challenging pre-arraignment 
incarceration practices in New 
York City that deprived persons 
of necessary HIV medications. 

David brings his expertise and his 
enthusiasm to SAGE, stating, “I’m 
joining SAGE’s Board of Directors 
because I’ve been extremely im-
pressed with the important work 
SAGE does and I’m hoping to make 
a contribution to this community 
by being part of that work.”

Congratulations and a warm wel-
come to David!

New Staff 
Appointments 

at SAGE

Randi Anderson 
Director of Social Services

Nicki Boone
Special Events and Corporate 
Sponsor Associate

Bob Downing 
Office Administrator

Sharif Dodd 
Development Associate

Danny LaRosa 
Deputy Director of Development 
and External Affairs

Ethel Vance
Administrative Assistant
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The Source for News on LGBT Aging

Publisher:  Keisha Bush

Editorial Committee:
Sunny Bjerk, Kerry Fristoe, 
Kevin Jenkins, Thomas Sciacca, PLLC
Alex Schecter, Dan LaRosa
Design:
Double Platinum

Board of Directors:
Judith E. Turkel Esq., Co-Chair
Frank Stark, Co-Chair
Casey D. Crawford, Secretary
Caroline G. Garcia, Treasurer
Peter Catenacci, CFP
Development Committee Chair

David H. Braff, Esq.
David W. Canter
Lawrence N. Chanen, Esq.
Mark D’Alessio 
Allen Harvey, CPA, MST
Melora Love
Stacia Murphy
Gerald Rupp, Esq.
Phillip A. Saperia

Executive Director:  
Michael Adams

SAGEMatters is published three 
times a year by SAGE, (Services and 
Advocacy for GLBT Elders).
305 Seventh Avenue, NY, NY 10001.
www.sageusa.org

SAGE is supported in part by the 
United Way, New York City 
Department for the Aging, New York 
State Department of Health and 
through the generosity of foundations, 
corporations, and individuals.

David H. Braff joins 
SAGE’s Board of Directors




